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Vice President Report for 8 years term (2017) :

Following 4 years term (2009-2013) of the First Vice President of ILAE, it has been almost four
years since the beginning of the current Management Committee at the Montreal International
Epilepsy Congress in 2013. In these four years it has been a privilege for me to participate in the
League leadership during this exciting period. As the scope and membership of the League
expanded, it became clear that there was a real need to represent our constituency better, and the
first and major step the League took was amending its constitution to ensure participation of all
regions in the governance of the League at the highest level with membership to the Executive
Committee and the Management Committee. When I was First Vice President in the previous
Executive Committee (2009-2013), a Constitution Task Force was created to amend the
Constitution and Bylaws under the direction of President Nico Moshé because no amendment was
performed during long time of period. The newly amended constitution was ratified by the General
Assembly at the Rome International Epilepsy Congress in 2011. Thus, ILAE President (Emilio
Perucca, 2013-2017) and (Samuel Wiebe, 2017-2021) were successfully elected. New members of
Management Committee (2017-2021: Helen Cross, Edward Bertrum and Alla Guekht) were also
successfully elected. These new guides for League function assured that all regions would be
represented and have a voice in League governance. One of the important constitutional changes
is the direct election of the chairs of the regional commission by the member chapters of each
region. This change ended the practice of the Executive Committee appointing the chairs and has
assured that the voice of each region is more reflective of the wishes of the chapters. The elected



Regional Chairs are now be members of the Executive Committee, which will improve
communications not only between the leadership of the League and the regions but also across
regions, for the benefit of the ILAE as an international organization. It's a very positive change
that I have experienced first-hand because I served under the old and new Constitution and
Bylaws. However, because the rules, conditions and history of each region are very different from
each other, we have completed the process of harmonizing the election process for all regions
according to the ILAE Constitution and By-Laws in order to apply for each regional election by
the new Election Task Force (Helen Cross, Chair). New By-Laws will be applied for the election of
ILAE regional chairs (2017-2021).

Collaboration with the work of Commissions.

As a member of the EC Liaison Officer of the Neuropsychiatry Commission and Neurosurgery
commission, an EC Liaison Officer of the Commission of Asian Oceanian Affair, many collaborative
works were performed during past 4 years. Especially, programming of the 12th Asian Oceanian
Epilepsy Congress in Bali 2018 as a member of Scientific Organizing Committee was already
started.

I have been encouraged by the recent WHO Executive Board resolution on epilepsy. This event,
which came through the sustained efforts of Emilio Perucca and Thanos Covanis of the IBE, has
energized all of us because we may soon be successful in bringing real benefit to people with
epilepsy around the world.

Finally, I want to express many thanks to members of Management Committee and Executive
Committee, as well as all ILAE members for their kind and continuous support and help during
my ILAE 2 terms for 8 years.

With my best wishes,

Tatsuya Tanaka, ILAE Vice-President
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